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ASH WILSON 
OF ASH WILSON DESIGN 
A formal dining room 
transformed into an 
informal movie room
This project was memorable 
in that I feel I succeeded in 
complementing Victorian 
elegance with contemporary 
style, using bold colour 
choices, a thoughtful layout 
reconfiguration and the right 
balance of materiality. 

The design for this room 
evolved from first defining the 
function. Originally a formal 
dining room, this space is now 
the family’s movie room. I 
chose to envelop the space in a 
dark and domineering colour 
— it created a grounding 
atmosphere, which was fully 
embraced. From the skirting 
to the celling an atmospheric 
navy (Dulux Fine Line) was 
selected, with the exception of 
an off-white colour choice for 
the coving, which defined the 
height in the space and also 
highlighted the beauty of the 
original coving.

Texture and lighting played
an important part within this 
room. A dramatic colour 
choice can only take you 
halfway there in design. You 
need the rest of the design 
choices to enhance and work 
with the colour.

From the selection of the 
captivating contemporary art 
piece over the sofa, the 
richness in the oak 
herringbone floor, layered 
with a sleek sisal rug with a 
leather trim, to the sumptuous 
velvet sofa and fine textured 
armchairs, the play between 
the materials and colour tones 
bring this room to life. The 
stunning 12-arm chandelier 
illuminates the space and with 
its much-needed dimmable 
function, it sets the mood for 
any time of the day. This room,
once labelled the “worst 
room” by its owners, is now 
the heart of the home.

ashwilsondesign.com

Continued on page 16 →

Having spent months at home and without holidays abroad, many 
of us are investing in our own properties. For those looking for 
inspiration, we asked five top interior designers from the Interiors 
Association to share their favourite design projects over the past 
year, and to tell us why they worked and what makes them special
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